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Gratitude from Dr. Hyung T. Kim 
President, Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 

When moment by moment you are hearing of the evolving 

ways the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our world, nation, 

state and community, we want you to know we are here for 

you. Your thoughtful generosity continues to help protect our 

front line and help care for patients in profound need. We are 

so grateful and in awe of the heroes among us. 

As we are all in this together, I want to thank you for 

continuing to do your part by maintaining safe and healthy 

practices, for making contributions through Saint Mary's 

Foundation and for taking the many other actions both seen 

and unseen that are making a real difference. I am grateful 

beyond words to our colleagues for their dedication in this 

critical time, and to you, our family of supporters for your 

offers of assistance, words of support and prayers—thank 

you! Together we are making a difference, and together we 

will succeed. 

Today, many of our medical practices are now open and many hospital and surgical services have 

resumed. Please know that it is safe for you to visit your family physician, an Urgent Care or an 

Emergency Department, if needed. Please don’t hesitate to seek medical care when you need it. 

I encourage you to stay connected. We will continue to host virtual town halls and keep you informed 

with the most current information on how we continue to fght this pandemic. 

To receive email communications with future virtual town hall information, email Alica Woodrick at 

alica.woodrick@mercyhealth.com. 
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New Funds Established 

COVID-19 Response Fund & Colleague Emergency Assistance Fund 

Saint Mary’s Foundation established two funds to provide relief to Mercy Health Saint Mary’s and our colleagues. 

The COVID-19 Response Fund was created to impact the most immediate needs and beneft the care of our patients 
and community. To date, because of your generosity we have raised over $475,369 to help meet ongoing needs as many 
resources are being directed to fght this virus. 

The Colleague Emergency Assistance Fund was established in response to Mercy Health Saint Mary’s colleagues’ fnancial 
hardships during the COVID-19 pandemic. As of August 21, 2020: 55 colleague applications have been approved, awarding 
over $68,171. 

Quotes from recipients of the Colleague Emergency Assistance Fund: 

• “Thank you so much! This is wonderful news! I can't express the amount of gratitude I have for this assistance. 
It could bring me to tears, this is a profound gesture of kindness!” 

• “Thank you, thank you so much! I am so happy to hear this! This is a big help to my family. I'm so blessed to 
work for a company that also helps their colleagues. Thank you again. God bless.” 

• “I am very ecstatic to hear this news and so thankful to work for this company. Thank you again for all this 
wonderful help. It is so appreciated, and I can't say thank you enough.” 

• “This is such EXCITING news!!! I can't even tell you what this means to me! I have had a lot of people 
praying for me to get good news. Please share with the people that helped make this decision, thank you very 
much for choosing me to be one of the recipients of this grant. You have made some peace in my life and again I 
can't thank you enough. I wish you many blessings and to stay safe during this time.” 

You can 
support our 

healthcare heroes 
by making a 

donation to the 
new funds: 
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Healthcare Heroes 

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s and Cherry Health, in coordination with Kent County Health Department, tested all guests 
who were staying at the Mel Trotter Ministries in downtown Grand Rapids.

On Monday, April 20, 2020 Mercy Health Saint Mary’s and Cherry Health began by testing the men and women who are 
at highest risk for COVID-19, with the goal of having results by Tuesday, April 21. In addition to the 110+ guests who came 
to the testing centers, the Saint Mary’s staff visited Mel Trotter the next day to continue testing those who were not able 
to travel. 

By getting all (Mel Trotter) guests tested for COVID-19, we can support safe housing and public health at Mel Trotter 
Ministries, which serves more than 400 guests per night at its facility in the Heartside neighborhood.

Mercy Health provided testing to guests at its Wege Parking Garage Test Center, and Cherry Health at its walk-up tent, 
each providing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to Mel Trotter onsite staff, along with healthy snacks 
and a safe waiting area for those being tested.

“This is a proactive strategy to reduce transmission in this at-risk community,” said Liberty Jacques, DNP, RN, ACNS-BC, 
CIC, Director of Infection Prevention & Control and Professional Practice & Development, at Mercy Health Saint Mary’s. 
“Offering this testing to one of our most vulnerable populations embodies Mercy Health’s commitment to be a 
compassionate and transforming healing presence within our community.”

“Partnering with Mercy Health and other community agencies to address the health needs of our most at-risk community 
members reduces disparities in healthcare access. We are pleased to partner and look forward to further narrowing the 
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gap through these relationships,” said Kerrie Barney, 
Director of Nursing at Cherry Health. 

Mel Trotter Ministries provided a list of guests needing 
testing, and then transported guests four at a time by van 
to the testing sites. The process was smooth, allowing a 
few people at a time to be tested and transported to and 
from the testing site. 

As incentive to participate, Kent County Health Department 
supplied individuals who were tested with bus vouchers. 
McDonald’s also donated gift cards which Mercy Health 
Saint Mary’s staf distributed to all who were tested. 

Guests waited at Mel Trotter until they received their 
results. “Between Monday and Tuesday we were able 
to test 251 individuals and 69 of those tested positive.” 
said Andrew Jameson, MD, Division Chief of Infectious 
Diseases at Mercy Health Physician Partners. Once results 
were back, housing was organized to separate those who 
have tested positive from those who tested negative. 

“Individuals experiencing homelessness are some of 
the most vulnerable yet underserved people in our 
community,” said Dennis Van Kampen, President/CEO 
of Mel Trotter Ministries. “There is no way we could 
continue to provide all of the support that is required 
during this crisis on our own. The testing that Mercy Health 
Saint Mary’s and other local healthcare organizations is 
providing will help fatten the curve both within our 
mission and within the West Michigan community at 
large. We could not be more grateful for their generous 
assistance during this time.” 

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s COVID-19 
Testing Center Facts: 

• Over 16,272 individuals have 
been tested 

• More than 2,500 labor hours have 
been designated to testing 

As of August 20, 2020 

(left) Andrew Jameson, MD, FACP, AAHIVS Division Chief Infectious 
Diseases Regional Medical Director-Infection Control & Liberty Jacques, DNP, 
RN, ACNS-BC, CIC, Director of Infection Prevention & Control and Professional 
Practice & Development 

Mercy Health Saint Mary's COVID-19 testing 

Mercy Health Saint Mary's began ofering drive-through 
COVID-19 testing  on April 7, 2020. 
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COMMUNITY HEROES 
Community partnerships have never been more important than during this unprecedented time of COVID-19. 

As the impact of COVID-19 grew, so did a need for more personal protective equipment (PPE) and other resources. 
We are grateful for the community partners and our family of supporters that answered our call. 
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“The outpouring of support for the Emergency Department staf and providers has been heartwarming, and 
very much appreciated during this difcult time. We cannot thank everyone enough for all the well wishes 
and contributions large and small” 

– Alyssa Twyman, BSN, RN, Clinical Manager Emergency Department 

Perrigo Company donated 
15,000 hand sanitizers. 

To celebrate and honor our healthcare heroes, Community members handmade over 
Special Occasions, LLC donated and tied 100 ribbons 9,500 cloth face masks. 
throughout the trees of our campus as a symbol of 
welcoming our heroes when they come to work. 
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Girl Scout Troop 8165 surprised our colleagues with their Handwritten notes of thanks and homemade cards 
famed Girl Scout Cookies. brought encouragement to our colleagues. 

Remarkable Support from Steelcase 
With the help of our clinical staf, Steelcase was able to design and build several hundred facial masks 

and facial shields, and deliver them to Mercy Health. 

“We were eager to design, create and make the necessary protective equipment for our local healthcare 
organizations. Our designers and our plant worked an entire weekend to quickly develop the prototypes 

for the facial masks and shields.” 

- Robert Heitmeier, Vice President at Steelcase 
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Innovative Students 

The Red Storm Robotics team from Kentwood High School started using their 
3D printer to create Ear Guards and Face Masks that they donated to Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s. 



 
 
 
  

 
  

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

“We are proud to have donated fresh foral arrangements to Mercy Health 
patients and staf, as well as 2,000 fresh Bake Shoppe cookies as just a few ways 
to show our appreciation for their monumental eforts. By supporting those 
on the frontlines – as well as those throughout our local communities – we will 
prevail throughout this pandemic.” 

– Meredith Gremel, 
SpartanNash Vice President, Corporate Afairs and Communications 

“It was truly our pleasure to prepare and deliver comfort food for healthcare workers to enjoy. We hope the boxed meals 
provided a bit of a treat amidst their long hours, days, and weeks of hard work.” 

– Allison Kubek, City Barbeque 

“The support from the community made my team feel remembered and important.” 

– Adam James, Manager, Supply Chain 

Mercy Health Partners with Lake Michigan Credit 
Union to Collect COVID-19 Donations 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s collaborated with Lake Michigan Credit 
Union (LMCU) to set up COVID-19 donation drop-off locations 
at seven branches around West Michigan, with donation boxes 
provided by Two Men and A Truck. 

Thank You 
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Your continued support helps us 
• Keep our facilities prepared, should we experience a surge 

of COVID-19 patients 

• Procure personal protective equipment (PPE), supplies and 
medical equipment to keep our colleagues and patients safe 

• Support our colleagues in need of emergency 
fnancial assistance 

Jill Evert 
Every Hero Needs a Shield 
Ferris Cofee & Nut Co. 
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund 
FIFCO USA 
First Wok Chinese Restaurant 
Mary Beth Fitzgerald 
Paul and Mary Frank 
Fresh Coast Kitchen 
Joshua Frontjes 
Candida Garland 
Sister Maureen Geary, O.P. 
Sean Gehle 
Gemini Media 
Gerrits Appliance 
Nancy Gillespie 
Girl Scout Troop 8165 
Thomas and Sarah Gleason 
Greenleaf Trust 
Grip-On Tools 
Gro America 
Habitat For Humanity Of Kent County 
Katie Halloran 
Harbor Freight Tools 
Cynthia Harrell 
Brian and Yukiko Hauenstein 
Julie Haveman 
Haviland 
Daniel Hawkins 
Kelly Heintzleman 
Michael Henderson 
Robert Hendriksen 
Herman Miller 
Carlos and Martha Hidalgo 
HNI Risk Services 
Mary Hofman 
Holly Larson Realtro, Coldwell Banker 
Mike and Joanne Holton 
Julie Horning 
Hudsonville Ice Cream 

COVID-19 Family 
of Supporters 
Alan and Debbie Abraham 
Advanced Cardiac & Vascular Centers for 
Amputation Prevention 
Ahearn Signs 
Michael Allen 
Rachelle Althaus 
Dr. Christine Ameen 
Amicus Management Inc. 
Amore Trattoria Italiana 
Amway 
John Anderson 
Brett Anger 
Senen Antonio 
Arsulowicz Brothers Mortuaries, Inc. 
AT&T Michigan 
At-Tawheed Islamic Center - IM&RI 
Daniel Babin 
Kaitlyn Badger-Turner 
Hill Batdorf 
Beekley Medical 
Myra Bergman 
Gary Berryhill 
Roger, Jr. and Donna Betten 
Roger, Sr. and Jill Betten 
Charles and Pat Bloom 
Chris Brakefeld 
B. Scott and Jasmine Breslin 
Broadway Grand Rapids 
Michael Brom 
Buddy's Pizza Rendezvous LLC 
Burke E. Porter Co. 
Marcia Burns 
Linda and Sara Smolenski Burpee 
Ryan Butler 

BYRNE, Inc. 
Stacey Camp 
Kim Carlson 
Lily Carrier 
Michael Casady 
Mario and Rebecca Cesario 
Chaco 
Josephine Chan 
Robert Charbonneau 
Chase Creative 
Chiesi 
Chinese Association Of West Michigan 
Sarah Chudy 
Mary Cisler 
City Barbeque 
Cole's Quality Foods, Inc 
Dr. John and Penelope Collins 
Barb Cooper 
Coppercraft Distillery 
Cottage Bar 
Terri Cowham 
Todd and Kortne Custer 
Ann Dabkowski 
Daybreak Church 
Robin DeMario 
Detroit's Original Coney Island 
Daniel G. Dewey 
Danielle DeWitt 
Colin Dick 
Mark Dodd 
Dominican Sisters - Grand Rapids 
Donkey Taqueria 
Rosemary Dressler 
Ebuy Media 
Jill Eggers 
Gail Ehlert 
Ruth Eilers 
Eissman Auto 
William Elvey 
Epik Discoveries Counseling 
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Cynthia Hulce 
Shawn and Cheri Hulst 
Irwin Seating Company 
Isagenix 
Bruce Jackson 
Vicki Jansma 
Joan Johnson 
Judith Ann Johnson 
Jennifer Johnson 
Judith Joseph 
Reeya Joseph 
Jack Karsten 
Kevin Kasprzak 
Sarah Kaufman 
Marwan Kayyali 
John and Sandra Keelean 
Ken Ferris Construction Co 
Kent Country Club 
Keurig Dr. Pepper 
Kids Food Basket 
Dr. Hyung and Joyce Kim 
Angela Kincaid 
Kind Crumbs 
Angela and Todd Klinske 
Mary Koenen 
Toby Koenig 
Joan Kopka 
Bonnie Kopp 
Jean Kubiszewski 
Amy Laarman 
Kurt V. and Jena Lacks 
Lake Michigan Credit Union 
Linda Lawrence 
ANH Le 
Little Caesars 
Niall Little 
Hanna Liu, RMA 
Justine Lockwood 
Katherine Lucke 
Judson and Lynn Lynch 
Susan Lyzenga 
M.W. Watermark 
Rick Manuszak 

Market Lab 
Nicole Markiewicz 
Laura Martin 
Beaux Matthis 
M-Buck Studio LLC 
MEDISURGE - AMDI 
Thomas Mentalewicz 
Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
Merrell 
MHSM Medical Staf Fund 
Midwest Arborist Supplies 
Rex Miller 
Audrey Mitchell 
Modern Hardware 
Motelgita 
Elizabeth and Dan Bilinski Murphy 
Jihad Mustapha 
National Heritage Academies 
Rebecca Nelson 
Nexteer Automotive 
Richard Nichols 
Nutrition-N-More 
Oasis Senior Advisors 
O'Leary Paint Co 
OX-BOW School of Art 
Panda Cares Foundation & Panda Charitable 
Foundation 
Panera Bread 
Daniel Parker 
Marilyn Parmley 
Perrigo 
Kendra Platschorre 
Stacy Pokrywka 
Posh Nails 
Nicole Putala 
Melissa Quinn 
Adassa Quinones 
Michelle and Chris Rabideau 
Red Bull North America 
Red Storm Cares 
Red Storm Robotics 
Rob Riekse 
Markay Riippa 

Rebecca Rittenhouse 
Alisha Rodenhouse 
Irene Roede 
Russ' Restaurants 
Sally Rynberg 
Sabor Latino 
Michael Sanderl 
Sam Schellenberg 
Joseph Schuitema 
Schupan Aluminum and Plastic Sales 
Tim and Terry Selgo 
Tara Sidlauskas 
Ryan Sierzega 
Kari Sikkema 
Rosemary Smith, RSM 
Terry and Maggie Sowers 
Spartan Nash 
Special Occassions 
Barbara Stanford 
Thomas Stankewicz 
Pamela Stark 
Start Garden 
Steelcase, Inc. 
Monica Stegeman 
Robert and Julie Sypniewski 
Jacqueline D. Taylor, PhD 
Michael Taylor 
Tracey Taylor-Kunst 
The CSI Companies, Inc. 
The Mitten Brewing Co. 
The Only Bean 
Allie Thompson 
Trinity Health Payment Resolution/Variance 
Department 
Drs. Kim and Geron Turke 
Two Men and a Truck 
Urban You - Beauty Bars 
Kyle Vachon 
Donna Valdez 
John Vanschagen, MD 
Vietnamese Community Of W Michigan 
Sheri Vig 
Russ and Chris Visner 
Vnt Nail Supply 
Frederick Walburn 
Lisa Walsh 
Nicole Weed 
West Michigan Quilters Guild 
West Michigan Sews Hope 
Deb Wilbur 
Elizabeth Williams 
Chad Williams 
Jefrey Winston 
Dr. Pam Wirth 
WMCR Corporation 
Woodlawn Christian Reformed Church 
Yanfeng Automotive Interiors 
Brittany Yenior 
Kathy Zahl 

Please accept our apology if your name 
was inadvertently left out or misspelled. 
As of August 20, 2020 
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Philanthropy Heroes 
When the pandemic began individuals quickly answered our call to see how they could support our healthcare 
heroes. These pages highlight the power of our community and the work of our philanthropy heroes – we are so 
grateful for their remarkable support! 

A Round of Applause for Broadway Grand Rapids 
Mike Lloyd, Executive Director of Broadway Grand Rapids presented a 
check to our Mercy Health Saint Mary's President, Hyung T. Kim, 
MD, MBA, that will directly meet the needs of our COVID-19 Response 
Fund. Thanks to the generosity of Broadway Grand Rapids season ticket 
holders more than $93,000 was raised to beneft frontline healthcare 

Every Picture Tells a Story 
Local Grand Rapids photographers, Mike and Tori Buck used their creativity to host a fundraiser benefitting 
the Mercy Health Saint Mary’s COVID-19 Response Fund through their photography business M-Buck Studio. 
Mike and Tori, captured photos of Grand 
Rapids that shared the story of our community 
working together in this unprecedented 
time. They felt compelled to do more, which 
led them to selling their photography with 
proceeds directly beneftting our COVID-19 
Response Fund. Mike and Tori used their 
passion for photography and our community 
to give back to our organization 
– truly remarkable! 

Photo courtesy of M-Buck Studio 
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Band Together for Healthcare Heroes 
In May, Lake Michigan Credit Union members and employees 
came together to raise funds through the Band Together 
Campaign to beneft Michigan and Florida hospital programs. 
This year, this fundraising efort raised $10,000 for the Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s COVID-19 Response fund, which will make 
an impact on the most immediate needs and beneft the care 
of our patients and community. 

Plan your own fundraiser! 
A third-party fundraiser is an event or activity that is entirely volunteer-driven and benefts 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s. There are many creative ways to give, contact Angela Paasche at 
angela.paasche@mercyhealth.com to plan your next fundraiser to help our community! 

Supporting Heroes, One Dance at a Time 
Grand Rapids entrepreneurs, Jef Bennett and Michael Ranville, 
created a virtual community wide dance competition fundraiser 
called “The Groove”, which created a space for laughter and 
movement during an unsettling time. Every dance submitted 
was a donation to the West Michigan Hero Fund. The virtual 
competition raised over $250,000, which will be distributed 
to Mercy Health Saint Mary's, Cherry Health, Metro Health and 
Spectrum Health. 
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A New 
Global Day 
of Giving 
In response to COVID-19, May 5, 2020 was earmarked as 
#GivingTuesdayNow: a new global day of giving. Your 
thoughtful generosity helped us raise $35,945, which will make 
a direct impact on our COVID-19 eforts. A special thanks to 
our #GivingTuesdayNow Heroes, the Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Medical Staff, for their generous match to the Colleague 
Emergency Assistance Fund. 

Through these selfless acts of giving and heroism, you are 
helping Mercy Health provide life-saving care and lead 
response efforts. 

The frst virtual Vine & Vinyl event was held on Monday, June 15, 

2020 and beneftted the Mercy Health Kidney Transplant Center. 

The event brought music to life, and showcased the remarkable 

care our patients receive at Mercy Health Saint Mary’s through 

story telling. Grateful patients, Judson Lynch and Natalie Frias, 

along with Dr. Joel Stracke shared their stories which highlighted 

the impact of the Mercy Health Kidney Transplant Center in 

their lives. The Mercy Health Kidney Transplant Center is one 

of the largest and most successful community hospital-based 

Mercantile Bank was our frst Corporate Partner 
to support #GivingTuesdayNow. 

Virtual Storytelling 

Stories shared by Natalie Frias, Dr. Joel Stracke and Judson Lynch 

kidney transplant programs in the country. The specialists at Mercy Health Saint Mary's have performed 2,649 

total transplants since the program began in 1973. 
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Gift Planning 
Made Easy 
Have you ever wished you could help make 
a diference? It's easier than you think. 

Gifts from a will or trust 
Designating Mercy Health Saint Mary's as a 
benefciary in your will or trust is a simple 
way to commit to our mission, and it will 
not afect cash fow during your lifetime. 

Benefciary designations 
Naming Mercy Health Saint Mary's as the benefciary of a retirement plan, fnancial account, or 
annuity is another easy way to help further our mission. You can continue to beneft from these 
assets during your lifetime. 

Life insurance 
You can donate a life insurance policy and take an immediate tax deduction. You can also name 
us as a benefciary of your policy. 

Appreciated securities, real property 
If you own securities or real estate that you no longer need, instead of selling it, consider gifting it, 
without impacting your cash fow. You may also beneft from capital gains tax avoidance. 

Tangible personal property 
If you have valuable assets such as artwork, collectibles, jewelry, etc., that you no longer want or 
need, consider giving these assets - and benefting from an income tax deduction this year. 

Life estate 
You can transfer your home (farm or vacation home) as a charitable gift while retaining the right 
to use the home during your lifetime and receiving an income tax deduction. 

Business interests, closely held stock and partnerships 
Talk to us about ways to make current gifts from your business or to avoid capital gains tax when 
you are ready to transfer or sell your business. 

Learn more about how you can leave a legacy and 
support our mission while still preserving your 
income. Contact Kelli Smith at (616) 685-1484 or 
smikella@mercyhealth.com. 
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Tell us a little about yourself: 

I was born in Ghana, West Africa and migrated to the United States to join my husband in 
1999. At the time, my husband was on an H1B visa so I couldn't work. As a stay-at-home mom, 
I spent my time preparing for the LSAT because I wanted to be a lawyer. Eventually, 
my husband and I got our green card qualifying me to look for employment. After several 
interviews, I landed a job at Bank One as a teller. Although I had an undergraduate degree in 
English from Ghana, I was teased by my colleagues and sometimes humiliated by customers 
because of my accent. That didn't deter me; I persevered. After my frst child was born, I gave 
up my dream of becoming a lawyer and enrolled in Nursing school. As an immigrant, those 
were the hardest three years of my life. I took care of the baby during the day and attended 
school in the evening. Looking back, we had no family, no help but just made it work. During 
my second year in Nursing school, I got a job at Mercy Health Saint Mary's as a Patient Care 
Assistant (PCA). That's the beginning of whom I am today. 

Why did you choose to go into health care? 

Although law was my dream profession, I had to rethink that soon after my frst child was born. 
After analyzing my options carefully, an accelerated nursing school program became my best 
option. I chose nursing because of the job prospect but I fell in love once I started working as 
a PCA at Mercy Health Saint Mary’s. The adrenalin of trying to save a life was outweighed by 
the gratifcation of team work and "Thank You" from patients and their family. 

Why do you choose to stay at Mercy Health Saint Mary's? 

I'm a staunch Catholic. Mercy Health Saint Mary's humanizes that Catholic teaching. In the 
ER, we care for everyone who walks in regardless of race, ethnicity or wealth. We don’t turn 
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Yvonne Denoo, RN 
Clinical Services Manager 
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anyone away. It's that care for humanity that sets Mercy 
Health apart and that's one of the main reasons I love 
this organization. 

What is your proudest moment in your health 
care career? 

Over the past fourteen years, I have worked in the 
emergency department as a nurse caring for countless 
patients who are in their most weak and vulnerable 
states. My dear mother suddenly became ill in early 2019 
and what made the situation even more difcult is that 
I live in Michigan while my mother lives in my homeland 
of Ghana. Throughout her illness, I was thankful for 
technology as I was able to easily communicate with my 
brothers through the phone calls and video calls to help 
care for my mother. 

Unfortunately, my mother’s health was not improving, 
and it became clear to me that all of my years as a 
nurse caring for others was preparing me for my most 
challenging assignment yet. In March of this past year, 
I was able to spend a couple weeks caring for her and 
making memories which have proven to be invaluable. 
Unfortunately, my mother passed away two months 
after I returned to Michigan. Out of all the patients I have 

ever had the privilege to care for, caring for my mother 
during her most vulnerable state was by far the most 
challenging and rewarding I have ever experienced. I feel 
truly blessed to be able to provide comfort and peace to 
my mother who has always loved me so much. 

What do you enjoy doing outside of work for fun? 

Outside of work, it is all about my family; that includes 
my immediate family, my extended family in other 
parts of the world and close friends that I consider part 
of my family. I'm blessed with a husband of 19 years, an 
18-year-old daughter and 13-year-old son; they're my 
pride and my joy. I love cooking traditional Ghanaian 
foods and sharing with my American friends. I also love 
to travel and see new places. 

What motivates you during these challenging 
times in health care? 

Nursing is a challenging job and it's during challenging 
times that our patients need us most. This is very evident 
during COVID-19. The desire to do my very small part 
in taking care of patients, the gratification from their 
families but more so, seeing the joy that people feel is 
very humbling. There's no better motivation. 

Yvonne with husband Bright and children Delasi and Edem. Yvonne with mother Ernestina. 



 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

HOPE RUNS DEEP. Nana’s Run, a special 5k race, went virtual this year. The virtual 
run allowed individuals to log their 5k in honor of a specifc patient or the entire 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) population. Raising more than $220,000 this 
year, Nana’s Run has raised over $2 million over the last seven years to support the 
eforts of ALS. 

The ALS Association Michigan Chapter and Mercy Health Hauenstein Neurosciences, 
in partnership with the Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation, presented the seventh 
year of Nana's Run, which is the creation of the event chairpersons, Cassandra DeVos 
and Sydney DeVos Reames. The race is a tribute to their beloved maternal grandmother 
Char VanderLaan, afectionately called Nana, who passed away on March 7, 2014 
after battling ALS. Since Nana VanderLaan was diagnosed with ALS in October 2013, 
the DeVos granddaughters have made a commitment to raise awareness about the 
disease and to raise funds that will support patient and physician education, ALS 
patients and their families, and ongoing research within Michigan. 

18 

Triangle Associates Inc Team Photo Mercy Health Saint Mary’s Senior Leadership Team Photo



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Saint Mary’s Foundation Board of Trustees 
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 

Board Offcers 
Kim Clarke, Chair 

B. Scott Breslin, Vice Chair 
Veverly Austin, Treasurer 

Jennifer Crowley, Secretary 
Brian Hauenstein 
Kim McLaughlin 

Jef Towner 

Trustees 
Craig Datema 
Jefrey Dixon 

Dan Green 
Mike Hughes 

Rhonda Huismann 
Katie Karczewski 

Hyung T. Kim, MD, MBA 
Tamara R. Bailey, CFP 

Joe Chamberlin 
Neil C. Colegrove, MD 

Trustees Continued 
Jürgen Lüders, MD 
Andola Mathis, MD 

Greg McAleenan 
Rev. Eileen Bowman Stofan 

Stacie Z. Strong 
Geron Turke, DO 

Benjamin J. Williams 
Lizzie Williams 

Robert C. Woodhouse 
John Zimmerman

 Honorary Trustees 
Lawrence P. Burns 

William J. Passinault, MD 

President 
Michelle Rabideau, CFRE, MPA 

Welcome New Trustees 
Mike Hughes, Joe Chamberlin, Greg McAleenan, 

Rev. Eileen Bowman Stofan and John Zimmerman 

In Memoriam 
Saint Mary’s Foundation is honored to celebrate the life and legacy of Deb Bailey, 
who passed away on April 27, 2020. Deb made a positive, lasting impact on the Grand 
Rapids community in so many ways; her work with Mercy Health Saint Mary’s being 
just one example. 

Her involvement with Mercy Health Saint Mary’s began years ago as a cancer patient, 
and it was her experiences as a patient that sparked her passion for health care and 
desire to become more engaged as a board member of Saint Mary’s Foundation and 
one of the founding members of Grand Girlfriends™. In 2011, Deb joined the Saint 
Mary’s Foundation Board, which she ultimately led as the frst female board chair. 
Even after her fnal term ended, she remained highly engaged and most recently 
made sure that the team had protective masks made by her sister, Denise Thorne. 
"There is no doubt that Deb's lasting legacy to Saint Mary's will be felt for many years 
to come," Michelle Rabideau, President of Saint Mary’s Foundation said. We are ever 
grateful for the legacy that Deb Bailey has left to our organization and to our community. 
We are all better because of her infuence! 
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Saint Mary's Foundation is dedicated to building  
relationships that inspire financial support from the  

community to advance the mission of  
Mercy Health Saint Mary's.

 Interested in becoming a volunteer?  
Contact Rachel Jonaitis at 616-685-1898 or  

rachel.jonaitis@mercyhealth.com

Interested in planned gift opportunities?  
Contact Kelli Smith at 616-685-1484 or  

smikella@mercyhealth.com
 

Interested in becoming a member of our  
Grand Groups or up next programs?

Contact Alica Woodrick at 616-685-1427 or  
alica.woodrick@mercyhealth.com

Interested in your company becoming  
more involved? 

Contact Angela Paasche at 616-685-1426 or  
angela.paasche@mercyhealth.com

If you do not wish to receive information from  
Saint Mary's Foundation in the future,  

please call 616-685-1892.

For more information 
please contact us: 

Saint Mary's Foundation 
200 Jeferson Avenue SE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
Phone: 616-685-1892 

SaintMarysFoundationGR.com 

Saint Mary's Foundation 
200 Je°erson SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
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FastFacts 
• Mercy Health Saint Mary's awarded a $70,000 grant to the Hispanic Center of West 

Michigan and the National Kidney Foundation of Michigan to provide culturally ap-
propriate nutrition and healthy lifestyle education to the Hispanic community. 

• Neurosurgeon Jürgen Lüders, MD, performed his 500th SI Joint Fusion Surgery 
making him the second most active surgeon in the country for this procedure. 

• Mercy Health Saint Mary's received an 'A' grade in the spring report card from 
Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grades. Amid its response to COVID-19, Mercy Health 
Saint Mary’s was awarded an “A” for its commitment to keeping patients safe 
and meeting the highest safety standards in the United States. 

• Mercy Health Saint Mary's has been named to Newsweek's 2020 list of Best 
Maternity Care Hospitals. This distinction recognizes facilities across the nation 
that have excelled in providing care to mothers, newborns and their families, 
as verifed by the 2019 The Leapfrog Group's Hospital Survey. 

• 8 Main at Mercy Health Saint Mary's earned a Gold Award for the Beacon 
Award for Excellence. This award recognizes exceptional care through improved 
outcomes and greater overall patient satisfaction. 

• Six local organizations are coming together to provide free medical services 
to increase access to care for individuals experiencing homelessness in the 
greater Grand Rapids area. Grand Valley State University’s Kirkhof College of 
Nursing, Mercy Health Saint Mary’s, Metro Health – University of Michigan, 
Michigan State University – College of Human Medicine, Spectrum Health, 
and Mel Trotter Ministries have aligned to open a free clinic onsite at Mel 
Trotter Ministries’ downtown location. 

https://SaintMarysFoundationGR.com



