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The Farmer is In...
The circular drive around St. Joe’s is the path to wellness.  It leads 
you to vital health services – the Cancer Center, the Family Birth 
Center, the ER, Michigan Heart…the Farm.  It’s that last sign that 
most people don’t expect to see.  St. Joe’s Ann Arbor is one of the 
first hospitals in the nation and the first in Southeast Michigan 
to have its very own farm.   

In three years, the Farm has gone from an idea – to a vision 
– to three hoop houses (solar-heated greenhouses to grow 
fresh produce year round), a 22-acre bed with rows of fruits 
and vegetables, a quarter-acre co-op garden, and a beehive that’s 
operated by the Ypsilanti Food Cooperative. “Since its inception, the 
Farm has remained almost entirely volunteer run,” said Dave 
Raymond, SJMH Director of Planning and Design.  “For us, 
it’s a passion.”  And, in June 2013, St. Joe’s was awarded the 
Achievement Citation for “innovative programming that changes 
people’s lives” by Catholic Health Association (CHA) of the 
United States.  

Farm fresh greens, lettuce, broccoli, garlic, peppers, tomatoes 
and more are offered to inpatients and at Joe’s Java Café and 
cafeteria.  And, each Wednesday patients, visitors and staff 
flock to the Patient Tower lobby to the Farmer’s Market for fruits, 

vegetables and flowers grown on the Farm at St. Joe’s as well as 
partnering farms. 

“Fresh food tastes better and it makes you feel better,” Lisa McDowell, 
SJMHS Director of Clinical Nutrition, told CHA when describing the 
inpatient meals.  “We want those trays to be trays of love; a special, 
colorful tray that tells patients, ‘we want you to heal.’ ”   

“The growing awareness about sustainable farming has led the 
hospital to also purchase locally grown, better quality fruits and 
vegetables and support area farmers,” said Dan Bair, Director of 
Hospital Farming.  And, Since 2010, St. Joe’s has donated more 
than 3,200 pounds of surplus vegetables to local food banks, 
including Food Gatherers, and to patients in need who are fighting 
cancer and might otherwise go without beneficial nutrients.    

“Our commitment to health is not simply medical, we aim to enrich 
the entire range of well being: mind, body and spirit,” said Rob 
Casalou, President & CEO St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor and Livingston.

Farmer Dan holds a 
bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Michigan 
and an organic farming 
certificate from Michigan 
State. He is also an 
inspiring leader.

“An amazing part of my job is working with 
kids in St. Joe’s ShapeDown program who 
are fighting obesity.  They walk to the farm 
with their families to learn how food grows 
and how to select vegetables for picking 
and eating.  Then they prepare it back at 
the Hospital’s education center kitchen.
It’s a journey toward healthy eating.”  

St. Joe’s commitment to education 
extends to giving local students valuable 
exposure to an agricultural environment 
where health care is the focus. The Hospital 
has developed a sustainable agriculture 
internship program for master’s and doctoral 
students studying public health and 
nutrition at the University of Michigan.
The program has been nationally recognized 
as an innovative way to train students in
the clinical and farm setting.  
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The First Clinical Hoop House
St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor and the Eisenhower Center, which provides outpatient services and 
residential programs for those recovering from traumatic brain injury, collaborated to design and 
build the first accessible clinical hoop house in the U.S. at the Farm at St. Joe’s. The hoop house 
will be used to provide therapy to patients from both organizations, many who are recovering 
from stroke or injury from accidents. The hoop house was designed with ample aisles between 
raised planters, some that allow easy access and some that help build upper body strength or 
dexterity from a seated position in their wheelchair.  

“The hoop house is a unique and beautifully designed facility that will be a stepping stone 
for patients towards greater independence,” said David Steinberg, MD, Medical Director for 
Rehabilitation services and Vice Chair for the department of Internal Medicine. “So many of us 
use gardening for spiritual renewal and as a stress reliever. There’s nothing better than putting 
food on your table that you grew from seed.”

Cover Photo:  Dan Bair, Director of Hospital Farming

For more information visit stjoeshealth.org/thefarm, watch “the Farm at
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital” on YouTube, or to make a gift call 734-712-4040. 
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“Every place that I went for a wig, I 
realized that they were not able to 
understand the journey of a cancer 
patient or how to address any of my 
questions and side effects,” Trish Tyl 
described her experience fighting 
breast cancer seven years ago.  
“I was looking for a place that was 
warm and positive feeling and 
realized such a place did not exist.”     
A licensed cosmetologist and hair 
stylist for 15 years, Trish envisioned 
opening a spa-like place for services 
like wig styling and fitting, make-up 
consultations, oncology massage 
therapy and prosthesis and bra fitting.  
Her dream came at just the right 
time.  She heard from a friend that 
St. Mary Mercy Livonia was opening 
an Image Recovery Center (IRC) 
for cancer patients.  Trish was hired 
for the role of Coordinator, which 
included certification through 
Johns Hopkins hospital as a Clinical 
Cosmetologist and Specialist.

Today, patients from St. Mary Mercy 
Livonia and hospitals throughout the 
community rely on Trish and the IRC 
team including a second Clinical  
Specialist and an Oncology Massage 
Therapist.  The team works closely 
with doctors and staff to understand 

woman feel safe, comfortable and 
normal again.  In fact, I told her I’d 
like to live at the boutique while I 
go through this treatment process.  
That’s how reassuring it is to visit the 
Center during such a frightening 
time. I am so grateful you have this 
service for women.  Thank you.”

“We truly believe that we are part 
of the cancer treatment plan. We 
go to great lengths to educate and 
empower patients to get through 
their journey with dignity and 
confidence,” explained Tyl.  “No 
one is ever turned away here. Our 
goal is to help everyone, no matter 
what their financial situation is.” 
Gifts from the community and staff, 
including Roberta Palmer’s gift of 
$500,000 to name Livonia’s Image 
Recovery Center for her mother 
Helen Palmer, made it possible to 
open in 2007.  The IRC is a model 
for services at St. Joe’s Ann Arbor 
through the Inspirit Salon.  And, St. 
Joe’s Oakland is currently creating 
a space to meet the essential 
image needs of patients fighting 
cancer.  For more information visit 
stmarymercy.org/image-recovery-
center or stjoeshealth.org/inspirit. 

the effects of different cancers and 
treatments such as hair loss, fatigue 
and pain.  They build personalized 
care plans that provide physical, 
emotional and spiritual relief.  
 
“Patients always feel empowered 
when they realize that I have gone 
though what they are about to go 
through,” said Tyl.  “They are amazed 
that all my hair came back and that 
I look and feel so ‘normal.’  It gives 
them great hope and helps with 
their fears.”

Our patients say it best.  Shelly Y. 
wrote this letter to David Spivey, 
SMML President & CEO:

“I recently had need to visit the Helen 
Palmer Image Recovery Center.  
My hair was falling out, due to 
chemotherapy.  I had no idea what a 
precious resource the Center would 
be for me.  Trish Tyl took me under 
her wing.  She became my educator, 
my guide and my cheerleader.  She 
helped me make the difficult decision 
of how to cut my hair and prepared 
me for wearing a wig.  Unbelievably, 
she styled a wig for me in such a way 
that my friends and family think the 
style is more flattering than when I 
had my own hair.  Ms. Tyl makes a 

Healing  Inside and Out 
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EAGLE SPONSORS  
Gil-Mar Manufacturing Company
 GOLF CARTS
Meijer
 AWARDS DINNER

BIRDIE SPONSORS  
Administrative Controls Management, Inc.
The Amann Family
Anesthesia Associates of Ann Arbor, PLLC
Associates in General & Vascular Surgery
Barton Malow Company (2)
Christman/AIMS
Cueter Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram
Department of Internal Medicine -
 Section of Cardiovascular Medicine
Department of Surgery, SJMH
Dick Scott Automotive Group
DTE Energy
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, PC
Foley, Baron & Metzger, PLLC
George W. Auch Company
Gil-Mar Manufacturing Company
Health Alliance Plan
HealthPlus of Michigan
Hines Park Lincoln
HKS Architects
Huron Valley Ambulance
Huron Valley Radiology, PC
Ibex Insurance Agency
John Darr Mechanical, Inc.
John E. Green Company
Johnson Controls, Inc.
LaJoy Group (2)
Bruce Lamb Agency - Allstate Insurance
Methods Machine Tools
NetMD Business, Inc.
Partlan-Labadie Sheet Metal Co.
Peter Basso Associates, Inc.
Plante & Moran
Progressive Mechanical, Inc.
Rencen Machine Company, Inc.
Glenn & Patty Shaw
Transamerica Retirement Solutions
Ventcon, Inc.
W. F. Whelan Company
WCA Assessing
Westland Car Care Collision & Towing

HOLE OR TEE SPONSORS  
A. F. Smith Electric, Inc.
Advanced Medical Solutions, Inc.
ArborOakland Group
Arctic Edge of Canton Ice Arena
Aztec Manufacturing Corporation
Comerica Bank
Dealers Resources, Inc.
Desine, Inc.
Gandol Inc.
Gargaro Construction Company, Inc.
H & H Metals
Mitchell Home Medical
Nagle Paving Company
Oliver/Hatcher Construction
Paragon Metals, Inc.
PGI Far East Precision Products
The Huttenlocher Group
University Lithoprinters
Valvoline

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSORS1

Cueter Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram
Dick Scott Automotive Group
Hines Park Lincoln
Pat Milliken Ford

IN-KIND DONORS  
4 Friends Bar & Grill
Jim & Shari Acho
Barton Hills Country Club
Beacon Hill Golf Club / Brentwood Golf Club
Tami Bealert, PGA - Train with Tami, LLC
Binder Park Golf Course**
Birchwood Farms Golf and Country Club
Busch’s**
Carl’s Golfland**
Bruce Conroy - PGA Professional
Continental Canteen
Fox Creek Golf Course
Gil-Mar Manufacturing Company**
GolfTEC Novi
Greystone Golf Club

DONOR KEY

EAGLE SPONSOR
$5,000

BIRDIE SPONSOR
$2,000

HOLE OR TEE
SPONSOR

$500

1 Hole-In-One Sponsors
underwrite the cost

of insurance
for hole-in-one prizes

* Gifts of philanthropy
** Additional In-Kind gifts

St. Joe’s A
nn A

rb
or  

Pro A
m

 Sp
onsors

2013 St. M
a

ry M
ercy  

“Tee It Up
”

G
olf C

la
ssic Sp

onsors

Special Events • PAGE 2

IN-KIND DONORS CONTINUED  
Hair We Go, LLC **
Hantz Golf Club of Tecumseh
Bret Hartman - PGA Teaching Professional
Holiday Market
David Horstman - PGA Professional
Huntington Bank**
Indianwood Golf & Country Club
Indigo Salon
Inverness Country Club
LaJoy Group 
Lakelands Golf & Country Club
LaVita Bistro
Christopher Moore - PGA Professional
Pheasant Run Golf Club
Pine View Golf Course
Prestwick Village Golf Club
Red Run Golf Club
Rose’s Restaurant**
Scrambler Marie’s
Sycamore Hills Golf Club
Sysco Food Service
The Penn Grill & Bar**
Tim Hortons Cafe & Bake Shop
Travis Pointe Country Club
True North
Whispering Willows Golf Club
Mike & Mary Williams / Dave & Lori Jouppi**
James Wisniewski
Mr. Thomas J. Yack

PHILANTHROPY  
Cardiovascular & Thoracic Surgeons of Ann Arbor
Carole Holmes
Marty & Mandi Murray
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GRAPHITE SPONSOR
Anesthesia Associates of Ann Arbor
Binson’s Home Health Care

EAGLE SPONSORS 
Concord EMS
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, PC
The Ferrantino Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Granger Construction Company
Heartland Healthcare Centers
Infinity Primary Care
Laurel Manor Banquet & Catering Center
Lori’s Gifts
Dan and Clare Murphy Family Fund
Phillips Service Industries, Inc.
St. Mary Mercy Hospital Medical Staff

TEE AND GREEN SPONSORS
Academic Internal Medicine Specialist
AIM Construction
Alpha Stamping
ARAMARK
Catholic Vantage Financial
Center Line Electric, Inc.
Terry and Dawn Chartier
Farbman Group
G&T Commercial Coating, Inc./PPG 
Gillis Electric
Greenfield Health Systems 
Guardian Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Hobbs + Black Architects
Huron Valley Ambulance, Inc.
Huron Valley Radiology, P.C.
I. Comm
John E. Green Company
LaForce, Inc.
LaJoy Group, Inc.
Lifepoint Informatics
Medline Industries, Inc.
Michigan Academic Hospitalists, PLLC
Michigan Community VNA (VNA of SE MI)
NBS Commercial Interiors
NYX, Inc.
Otis Elevator Company
Drs. Rakesh and Trupti Patel
PhysAssist Scribes, Inc.
Seasons Hospice & Palliative Care of Michigan, Inc.
Shock Brothers Floor Covering, Inc.
David A. Spivey
Temperature Services, Inc. 
Total Health Care
Transamerica
Vascular Associates of Michigan, P.C.

FAIRWAY SPONSORS
Angela Hospice Home Care, Inc.
Daudlin, De Beaupre and Company
Doors & Drawers
Dr. Harsha Jayatilake
Bud Lauderbach
Mendelson Kamblum Orthopedic & Spine 
Specialists
Dr. Prasad Mikkilineni
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan
Schoolcraft College Foundation

BIRDIE SPONSORS
Brightstar Care
Mr. And Mrs. Benjamin Carter
Dr. Scott M. Moore & Dr. Misha Strauss Moore
ShindelRock
Dr. Tallal Zeni

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSORS
Bill Brown Ford
Hines Park Lincoln
Orin Jewelers

LONGEST DRIVE & CLOSEST-TO-PIN DONORS
Mr. Tim Belanger 
Dr. Michael Calice
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Meadowbrook Pro Shop
Orin Jewelers

GIFT-IN-KIND SPONSORS
GolfSmith
One Under Bar and Grill
Philip J. Mayer, M.D.
Phillips Service Industries, Inc.
St. Mary Mercy Wellness Center

DONOR KEY

GRAPHITE SPONSOR
$10,000

EAGLE SPONSOR
$5,000

TEE & GREEN SPONSOR
$2,500

FAIRWAY SPONSOR
$1,000

BIRDIE SPONSOR
$500
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AUCTION SPONSORS
5 Mile & Levan BP
American Aces Aviation
Art Leaders Gallery
Austin & Warburton
Bates’ Hamburgers, Inc.
Timothy Belanger
Belle Tire
Binson’s Home Health Care
Black Forest Wilderness Valley
Case Management SMMH
Celani Family Vineyards, Vicki & Tom Celani
Comcast Spotlight
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Flowers on The Avenue
Forest Dunes Golf Club
Grand Hotel Mackinac Island Michigan
Greg Horoky Guide Service
Hines Park Segway Rental
Jarvis Property Restoration
Stephanie Johnson
Marian’s Women’s Center
Mead Johnson Nutrition
Meadowbrook Country Club
Mr. Stephen & Dr. Susan Molina
Naukin Hobby
Neiman Marcus
One Under Bar and Grill
Orin Jewelers
OTE/HR St. Mary Mercy Hospital
Pre-Post Op St. Mary Mercy Hospital
PRP Wine International, Inc.
Royal Truck & Trailer Services
Shepler’s Mackinac Island Ferry
St. Mary Mercy Community Outreach - Diabetes Education
St. Mary Mercy Medical Group
St. Mary Mercy Wellness Center
Weingartz
Weiland Furniture
Wines for Humanity
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CHALLENGE GIFT SPONSOR
Huron River Radiation Oncology Specialists

PLATINUM SPONSORS  
Michael and Suzi Coghlan
Huron River Radiation Oncology Specialists
Huron Valley Radiology, PC
Tim and Laurie Wadhams

GOLD SPONSORS
Sheila and Creg Carpenter, MD
Jay and Nancy Graebner
Carole E. Holmes
“Jiffy” mixes
Power Wellness Management, LLC
Reinhart Realtors
SJMH Dept of Internal Medicine
Tri-County Electric
United Methodist Retirement Communities, Inc.

SILVER SPONSORS
Anesthesia Associate of Ann Arbor, PLLC
Ann Arbor Spine Center
Ryan Beekman, MD and Katie Beekman, MD
Phil and Lynne Boham
Brian Borden, MD and Joan Rindler, MD
James and Cheryl Buhr
Buhr Foundation
Chelsea State Bank
Kathryn and Andrew Eisenberg, MD
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, PC
J. Michael and Ann Feeney
Bill R. Lee, MD and Wendy L. Wahl, MD   
  - Greater Chelsea Bone & Joint Surgery
Bob and Kathleen Griffiths
Randy Hermann and Jona Gill, MD
Mike and Jo Hoevet
Huron Valley Physicians Association
Libby and David Janda, MD
Pam and Matthew Johnson, PharmD
Mercy Cancer Network
Moore Pediatrics and Associates
Donna Palmer
Jennifer and Mark Pinto, MD
Douglas Portz, MD and Ann Oldendorf, MD
Protomatic/William Wetzel Family
Chris Rode and Paula Rode, DVM
Stillion Industries, Inc.
Tangent Medical Technologies, Inc.
United Bank & Trust
Jane and Howard Usitalo, MD
Sandy and Thomas Weimert, MD 
Bob Williams, MD and Jennifer Williams, MD

BRONZE SPONSORS
Mrs. Robert Daniels
Doors & Drawers/Chuck and Rose Manitz
Heartland Healthcare of Ann Arbor 
David and Julie Hermann
John and Barbara Kehoe
Rick and Jennifer Kulick, MD
Fran Petonic and Dan Reinders
Kathleen Raymond
Andrea Jensen and Robert Young, MD

DONOR KEY

CHALLENGE GIFT SPONSOR
$25,000 

PLATINUM SPONSORS
$5,000 

GOLD SPONSORS
$2,500

SILVER SPONSORS
$1,000

BRONZE SPONSORS
$500
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EAGLE SPONSORS 
Cayman Kai
Carole E. Holmes 
IBEW/NECA Local 252
The Christman Company / AIM Construction, Inc.

BIRDIE SPONSOR
AIM Construction, Inc.
Acoustic Ceiling & Partition Co. 
Administrative Controls Management, Inc.
Albert Kahn Family of Companies 
Anesthesia Associates of Ann Arbor, PLLC
CCH Medical Staff 
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, P.C.
Nancy Graebner
Huron Valley Ambulance
Huron Valley Electric
Huron Valley Radiology
IHA Hospital Medicine Service 
“Jiffy” mixes
John Darr Mechanical, Inc.
John E. Green Company
Lumbermen’s, Inc. 
Mercy Cancer Network
Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters Local Union 687 
Power Wellness Management, LLC
S & Z Sheetmetal, Inc.
Site Development, Inc. 
Tri-County Electric
Howard R. Usitalo, MD & David J. Lutchka, PA-C

HOLE SPONSORS
CCH Women’s Health Center / Douglas Portz, MD, PC
The Common Grill
Hardwood Solutions, Inc.
Livingston Christian Schools K-12 Enrolling 
Master Craft Carpet, Inc.
Silver Maples of Chelsea 
University of Michigan Hospital and Health Systems /  
 Department of Family Medicine

UNDERWRITING SPONSORS
AWARDS DINNER SPONSORS
Carole E. Holmes
Cayman Kai
A. Z. SHMINA, INC

BEVERAGE STATION SPONSOR
The Christman Company / AIM Construction, Inc

LONGEST DRIVE CONTESTS
A.F. Smith Electric, Inc

OTHER DONORS AND IN-KIND DONATIONS
Mr. and Mrs. Howdy S. Holmes
Raymond Lutvosky
Michael Nold
Laurie and Tim Wadhams
Washtenaw Dairy
Mr. and Mrs. Steve H. Weaver

FOURSOME SPONSORS
Chelsea Lumber Company
Chelsea State Bank
Dr. Merle Hunter
McNaughton-McKay
Residential Home Health Care
Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home

DONOR KEY

EAGLE SPONSOR
$5,000

BIRDIE SPONSOR
$1,800

HOLE SPONSOR
$800

UNDERWRITING
SPONSOR

$500

FOURSOME
SPONSOR

$1,100
1 Donors at the time of press
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Your financial support makes remarkable

care possible.  Visit stjoeshealth.org, select 

your hospital and click on Ways to Give

Or call our Office of Development:

Chelsea Community Hospital 734-593-5373
St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor 734-712-4040
St. Joseph Mercy Livingston 734-712-4040
St. Mary Mercy Livonia 734-655-2980

> Your Passion
> Your Gift

 OUR
 COMMUNITY’S
 BENEFIT

CHALLENGE GIFT SPONSOR
Huron River Radiation Oncology Specialists

PLATINUM SPONSORS  
Michael and Suzi Coghlan
Huron River Radiation Oncology Specialists
Huron Valley Radiology, PC
Tim and Laurie Wadhams

GOLD SPONSORS
Sheila and Creg Carpenter, MD
Jay and Nancy Graebner
Carole E. Holmes
“Jiffy” mixes
Power Wellness Management, LLC
Reinhart Realtors
SJMH Dept of Internal Medicine
Tri-County Electric
United Methodist Retirement Communities, Inc.

SILVER SPONSORS
Anesthesia Associate of Ann Arbor, PLLC
Ann Arbor Spine Center
Ryan Beekman, MD and Katie Beekman, MD
Phil and Lynne Boham
Brian Borden, MD and Joan Rindler, MD
James and Cheryl Buhr
Buhr Foundation
Chelsea State Bank
Kathryn and Andrew Eisenberg, MD
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, PC
J. Michael and Ann Feeney
Bill R. Lee, MD and Wendy L. Wahl, MD   
  - Greater Chelsea Bone & Joint Surgery
Bob and Kathleen Griffiths
Randy Hermann and Jona Gill, MD
Mike and Jo Hoevet
Huron Valley Physicians Association
Libby and David Janda, MD
Pam and Matthew Johnson, PharmD
Mercy Cancer Network
Moore Pediatrics and Associates
Donna Palmer
Jennifer and Mark Pinto, MD
Douglas Portz, MD and Ann Oldendorf, MD
Protomatic/William Wetzel Family
Chris Rode and Paula Rode, DVM
Stillion Industries, Inc.
Tangent Medical Technologies, Inc.
United Bank & Trust
Jane and Howard Usitalo, MD
Sandy and Thomas Weimert, MD 
Bob Williams, MD and Jennifer Williams, MD

BRONZE SPONSORS
Mrs. Robert Daniels
Doors & Drawers/Chuck and Rose Manitz
Heartland Healthcare of Ann Arbor 
David and Julie Hermann
John and Barbara Kehoe
Rick and Jennifer Kulick, MD
Fran Petonic and Dan Reinders
Kathleen Raymond
Andrea Jensen and Robert Young, MD
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The Need
57,750 people were 
diagnosed with cancer
in Michigan in 2012.
Yet services are limited 
and many patients must 
drive 30 minutes or more 
for treatment, depleting 
their time and energy
and adding to the costs 
and risks of cancer.

The Goal
To partner with the 
communities we serve
through our $6 million 
Branching Out Campaign.
Gifts will directly
support the creation of 
the Cancer Center at 
Chelsea Community 
Hospital.

The Philosophy
A cancer center should 
be a place of hope 
for patients and their 
families.  The best way 
to offer comprehensive 
care is to draw on the 
strengths and resources 
of our large health system 
and our local hospital in 
ways that will heal body, 
mind and spirit.  

The Vision
To expand cancer care 
to Chelsea Community 
Hospital.  Our patients 
will benefit from 
comprehensive, expert 
cancer care with expanded 
chemotherapy and 
surgical services, research 
and support programs,
and the addition of
radiation therapy. 

For more information or to make a gift, visit cch.org/ways-to-give-cch or call 734-593-5373.

Coming soon ...
a new cancer center at
Chelsea Community Hospital



Coming soon ...
a new cancer center at
Chelsea Community Hospital
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One Year Later, fungal infection patients
praise St. Joe for groundbreaking expertise
and compassion

Last year at this time, hundreds of people across the nation were unknowingly injected 
with pain shots filled with a black fungus.  Since then, their lives have never been 
the same.
 
On September 8, 2013, TV news anchor Heather Unruh of 
ABC’s Boston affiliate WCVB TV 5 met with a group of these 
patients at St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor to talk about what 
occurred in their lives and what is happening now.
 
“It was very compelling and emotional,” said Michele Szczypka, 
SJMHS Chief Marketing Officer.  Szczypka said the patients 
spoke highly of the physicians and caregivers of St. Joe’s. 
“They felt thankful because the medicine was far superior at 
St. Joe’s compared with the rest of the country.   They went 
out of their way to thank our medical community.” 
 
Nationwide, the CDC reports more than 750 people contracted 
fungal meningitis and other infections linked to the use of 
injectable steroids from three recalled lots distributed by the 
New England Compounding Center (NECC).
 
Michigan experienced the highest concentration of fungal 
infections.  St. Joe’s took the lead treating 195 confirmed 
cases, more than any hospital in the country.  One patient 
remains hospitalized.  Many others continue treatments through 
the Fungal Outbreak Clinic at Reichert Health Building.  St. Joe’s 
doctors opened the clinic shortly after the outbreak last fall to 
screen 629 patients who received the contaminated steroids 
at a nearby pain clinic. The team’s approach and findings of spinal abscesses in many 
patients helped shape the diagnostic advice CDC issued for physicians nationwide.  

“I think that our proactive approach caused us to find patients before they developed 
dramatic symptoms,” Dr. David Vandenberg, Medical Director of the Outpatient Clinic, 
told the Boston Globe.  Vandenberg said many who have completed treatment 
have done well, but a few are still reporting rashes, headaches, blurry vision, and 
mental slowing.  The hospital intends to follow-up with patients it treated for fungal 
infections indefinitely.

To see the television report visit stjoeshealth.org/discover-remarkable-tv. 
For more information on St. Joe’s response visit stjoesannarbor.org/fungaloutbreak.

TV reporter Heather Unruh of Boston’s
ABC news affiliate meets with fungal 
infection patients who were treated at
St. Joseph Mercy Ann A rbor.

Health Reporter Lila Lazarus hosted SJMHS’s
Discover Remarkable’s Special Report: Inside the 
Fungal Meningitis Outbreak

Fungal Update



For more information,
please contact us at:

Office of Development
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

5305 E. Huron River Drive, PO Box 995
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0995

Phone: 734-712-4040
Fax: 734-712-3730

www.stjoeshealth.org
Please contact us at 1-855-257-1719

if you wish to have your name
removed from lists used to send
fund-raising requests supporting

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System.
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REMARKABLE MEDICINE. REMARKABLE CARE.

The Reasons You Choose 
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

FastFacts
St. Joseph Mercy Cancer Program was recognized as one of only seven 
community oncology research programs for improving cancer care by 
the Conquer Cancer Foundation of the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO).

Chelsea Community Hospital and St. Mary Mercy Livonia received an 
“A” for patient safety from The Leapfrog Group.

The Health System’s Emmy award-winning Discover Remarkable television 
series is available online at stjoeshealth.org/discover-remarkable-tv

The first class of 22 physicians completed St. Mary Mercy Livonia’s 
Graduate Medical Program in June 2013.

2,600 patients needing testing for heart disease benefited from the 
D-SPECT™ Cardiac Imaging System located at Michigan Heart / St. Joe’s 
Ann Arbor since acquiring this revolutionary equipment in summer 2012.  
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System is the first in Michigan, Ohio and 
Indiana with D-SPECT technology.  This equipment reduces testing time 
from 20 to five minutes and radiation exposure by 50 percent. 

Lakshmi Halasyamani, MD, chief medical officer of St. Joseph Mercy 
Ann Arbor & Livingston, was honored with the 2013 Michigan Hospital 
Association Keystone Center for Patient Safety & Quality Leadership 
Award for her innovative and steadfast leadership in the midst of an 
unprecedented fungal infection outbreak.


